Panel #2: Rural Enterprises

Moderator: Rich Huether:

i/ fliancaster County Case Study: Farm Lodging
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Timeline

¢ Farm preservedin 2002 by East Hempfield Township
*'Soldito hew ownerin 2003

* New'house constructed

» Equine facilities'constructed
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s Farm sold againiin 2015

o Rural Enterprise request from new.owner

* Request for
SHOrSeriding
+ Bike'rental
» Special Events
* Farmilodging
s-conversion ofllower|leveliofibarn intoiseven “suites?

Hess Farm
Z90-368567-0-0000
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Review: Process

s Applicable Regulations

¢+ ACE, Permitted Acts, Commercial Equine Activity.

ssEboarding of equineytraining ofiequine; theinstrtictioniof peopleinthandling, driving ox
ridingequines; the usecfiequines forridingordriving purposes; the'pasturing of equines
alliofiwhereia feelisicollected: "

* Rural Enterprise'Guiaelines, Agritourismand Agritainment Activities

s« “Farmsrelated tourism or farmsrelatedientertainment activities, Which'are permitted or
authorized byalandowner; sometimes'in return for afee, for recreational oneducational
purposes andwhichiareincldental toiagriculturaliproduction; withiongoing agricultural
production at all'times required onjthe restricted land®

= Rural Enterprise Guidelines; Agritourismiand Entertainment Activities (cont:)
L Parmissiblessollong asithelandownendemonstrates compliance with alliof the following:
s=Shalliremainiincidental toltheagriculturalidse andicharacterof the farm

s Does ot renderany portioniof the land/incapable ofibeinz immediately.convarted toagricultural
Lise

Shallyunlessithe nattire of the proposed AgritouriSm orAgritainment Enterprise is such that this
criteriaidoes notapply, belocated withinithe curtilage of the existing residential oragricultural
structures

Noexcavation; paving, graveling, constriction of permanentinonagricultural structliresior other
activity thatwoulddiminishittie productive capacity of the'soilsis permitted i connectionwith
suchiactivities
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s Rural Enterprise Guidelines, Agritourism and Entertainment Activities (cont.)
s RurallEnterprisestiatthe CountyBoard may deemiappropriate for therestricted and
= Operation of nonmotorized vehicles
= Cornmazes
« Farm tours
" Hay rides
Pekting zaons
Bedand bredkfast accommodations orsimilar farmilodaing
Weddingireceptions
Famil\rdining

Acli&.rlties in'conjunctionwith'local’seasonalifestivalsito promote thellocal availability of agricultural
products

Others that may be detarininedon a case by case basis to be an dpritourism oragritainment enterprise
by the County Board

¢ Rural Enterprise'Guidelines, General Provisions

sevvshallinotdetractifromiprimaryiusessagriculturaliproductioniwdefined byithe Aaricultural
Area Security Law.,

o shallibe owned orioperated ibyithe ownerofthelrestrictedand orfarmeriniresidence on
the restrictediland

e may notharmithe economicviabllityofitherestricted landior adjacentrestrictediland for
agrieultural production;ior negativelylimpact onlimitithe use'ofthe restricted land!or
adjacentirestricted [and forfagricultdral productioniy

wthelburdenofipraoofshall beiwith thellandowner ofithe restricted land.,

W thellandowner of the'restricted!landishall provide'writteniconfirmation that the proposed
Rural'Enterpriselis permitted according toapplicable township zoning ordinance

requirements; forexampleszoning pernit; Zoning Hearing Board decision, letter from Zoning
QOfficer
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Board Action

s Horse riding

* Approve as Commercial Equine Activity
s Bike rental

* Approve as Agritourism/Agritainment Rural Enterprise
* Special Events

¢+ Approve as Agritouism/Agritainment Rural Enterprise
* Farm loaging

& Deny

s proofiof township'approvalinot provided
2 does ot meet Boar]d’s mission'statement

INext Steps

* Review Rural Enterprise Guidelines

* Tighten uplanguagetorefiect Board's intent
s “bed andbreakfast accommodationsior similarfarmilodeing “Wouldipermitthisiproposal
s Consider permissibilityofisepticandstormiwaterfacilities

sidoesnotrenderanyiportionlof thellandincapable oftbeingimmediatelyconverted to
agriculturaliuse

s Nolexcavation, paving; graveling, constritction ofipermanent nonagrictlturalstitictures
ornothenactivity that would diminish'the productive capacity of the solls




Lessons Learned

* Thoroughly interview landowner/applicant
¢+ Consumes significant staff time

* Consider a Statf Recommendation
 “followour rules”

s'Boards will'be Boards
£ Continually review vour County Program language
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